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Introduction
The Radio Regulations Board (RRB) plays an essential role in the Radio Regulation’s development, monitoring and enforcement. In the recent years, the increasing number of various radio uses as well as the augmentation of the number of countries having or seeking access to orbit/spectrum resources have led and will continue to lead to an increase of the disputes that are submitted to the RRB.
Europe considers the RRB as an essential organ of the Union. In light of its ever-increasing importance for a fair and rational application of the Radio Regulations, some of its procedures and working methods could be improved to further the RRB’s role and credibility. 
Proposals 
Europe proposes to strengthen the legal basis of RRB decisions and to improve the overall RRB governance. More specifically, Europe proposes: 
· To clarify the conditions under which the RRB will reconsider a previous decision, 
· To prevent conflicts of interest related to the RRB members.
Conditions for reconsideration of a previous RRB decision
Because World Radio Conferences, which are the supreme ITU organ when it comes to resolve a dispute related to the application of the Radio Regulations, are only held every 3 to 5 years, administrations cannot wait such a period to challenge a decision taken by the RRB. Therefore recent years have seen an increasing number of cases being reopened in the RRB. While means of making appeal to RRB decisions should be a right for administrations, it may be beneficial to clarify the conditions for reconsideration of a previous RRB decision. Currently there seems to be no clear or consistent practice. 
Since implementation of such appeal process by the RRB (for example, by revision of the Rules of Procedure, Part C) may not be in conformity with RR No. 14.6, two proposals are made: the PP-14 will instruct the WRC to establish a procedure for review of decision of the RRB (RR No. 14.6) between the WRCs, if an administration disagrees with the Board’s decision, and, for cases not relevant to RR No. 14.6, the proposed modified Resolution includes provisions instructing the RRB to document the appeal process in its working methods (see section C of the Rules of Procedures). 
Guidelines on the number and timing of appeals may be also necessary to be included: it is suggested that an administration should only be able to appeal a decision once and should do it at the subsequent meeting. 
Preventing conflicts of interest
The current practice of the RRB prevents conflicts of interests related to nationality because RRB Members are supposed not to take part to debates related to their own country (see No. 98 of the ITU Constitution “…each member of the Board shall refrain from intervening in decisions directly concerning the member’s own administration…”). 
No. 93 of the ITU Constitution indicates that the RRB members shall be “thoroughly qualified in the field of radiocommunications and possessing practical experience in the assignment and utilization of frequencies.” No. 98 of the ITU Constitution recalls that “[i]n the exercise of their Board duties, the members of the Radio Regulations Board shall serve, not as representing their respective Member States nor a region, but as custodians of an international public trust. (…)”. De facto, both objectives are not so easy to meet in practice because competent candidates are almost naturally working in the field of radiocommunications and have therefore potentially other interests than their role as RRB members. 
Nos. 99 and 100 of the ITU Constitution already contemplate this difficulty and clearly state that: 
“(…)
99 2) No member of the Board shall request or receive instructions relating to the exercise of his duties for the Union from any government or a member thereof, or from any public or private organization or person. Members of the Board shall refrain from taking any action or from participating in any decision which may be incompatible with their status defined in No. 98 above.
100 3) Member States and Sector Members shall respect the exclusively international character of the duties of the members of the Board and refrain from attempting to influence them in the performance of their Board duties.
(…)”
To enact these two provisions and give additional assurance that no conflict of interest raises concerning the participation of an RRB member in a decision, the proposed modified Resolution requires that the RRB members make a declaration of interests, not only regarding their nationality but also concerning their business interests. This practice is already implemented for the five elected officials of the ITU as well as for a number of civil servants of the ITU staff. It is also implemented for IMAC members and Appendix A of Resolution 162 on IMAC was used as an example to draft the proposals related to the declaration of interests of RRB members. 
This measure will improve the credibility of the RRB decisions, therefore also reducing the number of appeals.











 www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/ 
[bookmark: _Toc164569842]RESOLUTION  119  (Rev. AntalyaBusan, 20062014)
Methods to improve the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the Radio Regulations Board
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (AntalyaBusan, 20062014),
recalling
a)	Resolution 119 (MarrakeshAntalya, 20022006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference;
b)	that the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003) (WRC‑03) introduced important amendments to Article 13 of the Radio Regulations, including two new important additions in Nos 13.0.1 and 13.0.2, and that the same conference also introduced amendments to the working methods of the Radio Regulations Board (RRB),
considering
a)	that WRC-03 considered that further improvements are both possible and necessary in order to ensure a high degree of transparency in the Board’s work;
b)	that WRC-03 introduced improvements to the working methods of the Board on the basis of Resolution 119 (Marrakesh, 2002), such as, inter alia, inclusion of the reasons for every RRB decision in the summary of decisions;
c)	the continued importance of efficient and effective RRB working methods in meeting the requirements of the Radio Regulations and in preserving the rights of Member States;
d)	the continued concerns expressed by some Member States at the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) and at this conference in regard to transparency and efficiency of the RRB’s working methods;
e)	that, since RRB has an important role to consider appeals by Member States as prescribed in the Radio Regulations, appropriate facilities and resources are necessary for it to continue discharging its responsibilities expeditiously,
recognizing
the importance that the Union attaches to the RRB’s activities,
resolves to instruct the Radio Regulations Board
1	to continue to review periodically its working methods and internal processes and develop appropriate changes in its methods and decision‑making processes and their overall effectiveness in order to attain a higher degree of transparency, and report the results to the next WRC through the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR);
2	to continue to include in the summary of its decisions (No. 13.18 of the Radio Regulations):
–	the reasons for each decision taken by the Board;
–	comments received from administrations on the Rules of Procedure;
this summary of decisions, including the associated reasons, shall be published by circular letter and on the RRB website;
3	to continue to give advice to WRC and regional radiocommunication conferences, at an appropriate time, on difficulties in the application of any regulatory provision in force as well as those under discussion at the conference;
4	to prepare the necessary input to the report of the Director of BR to the next WRC in accordance with Nos 13.0.1 and 13.0.2 of the Radio Regulations with respect to the implementation of the above-mentioned provisions;
5	to schedule its meetings with a view to facilitating consideration and action by administrations in accordance with No. 13.14 of the Radio Regulations;
6	to ensure that the RRB is free of any real or perceived conflict of interest by implementing the mechanism of signing an annual declaration and statement of private, financial and other interests by each member of the RRB (see Appendix to this Resolution);
7	to document the appeal process of an RRB decision in its internal arrangements and working methods as published in the Rules of Procedures, in cases not covered by the section requests the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference below,
instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
to continue to provide to RRB:
	detailed explanations from BR on matters to be considered at Board meetings;
	any relevant information from appropriate staff within BR,
calls upon all Member States
to continue to provide all necessary assistance and support to RRB members individually, and the Board as a whole, in carrying out their functions,
invites the 2007 and subsequent world World rRadiocommunication cConferences
to review, and to continue developing, principles, applied or to be applied by RRB in the preparation of new Rules of Procedure in accordance with Article 13 of the Radio Regulations, with particular attention to Nos 13.0.1 and 13.0.2 thereof,
requests the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference
to develop a procedure for review of a decision of the RRB taken under No. 14.6 of the Radio Regulations between the WRCs, if an administration disagrees with the Board’s decision,

instructs the Secretary‑General
1	to continue to make available the necessary facilities and resources for RRB members in conducting their meetings;
2	to continue to facilitate the recognition of the status of RRB members pursuant to No. 142A of the ITU Convention;
3	to provide the necessary logistical support, such as computer hardware and software, to RRB members from developing countries, if required, in order to perform their duties as Board members,

further instructs the Secretary‑General
to report to the 2007 session of the Council, to subsequent sessions of the Council and to the next plenipotentiary conference on actions taken pursuant to this resolution and the results thereof.




APPENDIX  to RESOLUtion 119
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
Radio Regulations Board (RRB)
Declaration & Statement of Private, Financial 
and Other Interests Form
	1.	Details

		
	

	Name
	




	2.	Private, financial or other Interests (tick appropriate box)

	|_| I have no personal, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB.
|_| I have personal, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB.
|_| I have no personal, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB. However, I have decided to provide my current personal, financial or other interests.

	3.	Private, financial or other Interests of family members* (tick appropriate box)

	|_| To my knowledge, no member of my immediate family has personal, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB. 
|_| A member of my immediate family has personal, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB. 
|_| To my knowledge, no member of my immediate family has personal, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB. However, I have decided to provide my immediate family's current financial or other interests. 
(* NOTE: FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS DECLARATION, 'FAMILY MEMBER' HAS THE SAME MEANING AS DEFINED IN THE ITU STAFF REGULATIONS AND STAFF RULES).

		
	
	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Name
	
	Date






Declaration & Statement of Private, 
Financial and Other Interests Form 
(Appendix A, page 2/4)

	4.	Disclosure of relevant private, financial or other interests

	If you ticked the first box at Item 2 and the first box at Item 3, skip this step and go to Item 5.

Please list your and/or your immediate family member's personal, financial or other interests that could, or could be seen to, influence the decisions or actions you take or the advice you provide in the course of your official duties. Please also state the reasons why you think these interests could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions you take or the advice you provide in the course of your official duties.

The types of interests you may need to disclose include real-estate investments, shareholdings, trusts or nominee companies, company directorships or partnerships, relationships with lobbyists, other significant sources of income, significant liabilities, gifts, private business, employment, voluntary, social or personal relationships.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

		
	
	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Name
	
	Date






Declaration & Statement of Private, 
Financial and Other Interests Form 
(Appendix A, page 3/4)

	5.	Declaration

	I declare that:
	•	As a member of the Radio Regulations Board (RRB), I am aware of my responsibilities under No. 99 of the ITU Constitution:
		–	99 2) No member of the Board shall request or receive instructions relating to the exercise of his duties for the Union from any government or a member thereof, or from any public or private organization or person. Members of the Board shall refrain from taking any action or from participating in any decision which may be incompatible with their status defined in No. 98 of the ITU Constitution.
I declare that:
	•	I have understood the requirement for me to disclose any private, financial or other interests that could or could be seen to influence the decisions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my duties as a member of RRB. 
	•	I undertake to immediately inform the Chairman of RRB (who shall inform the Chairman of the Council) of any changes to my personal circumstances or work responsibilities that could affect the contents of this disclosure and to provide an amended disclosure/s using this pro forma.
	•	I undertake to disclose any private, financial or other interests of my immediate family that I am aware of, should circumstances arise in which I consider that they could or could be seen to influence the decisions I am taking or the advice I am giving in the course of my official duties. 
	•	I understand that this would require the consent of the family member to the collection by ITU of personal information and a declaration that he/she is aware of the purpose for which the personal information has been collected, the legislative requirements authorizing the collection and the third parties to whom the personal information may be disclosed, and consents. 

		
	
	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Name
	
	Date








Declaration & Statment of Private, 
Financial and Other Interests Form 
(Appendix A, page 4/4)

	6.	Declaration of consent by immediate family member to disclosure of their personal, financial and other interests

	If you ticked the first box at Item 3, skip this step and go to Step 7.

This declaration is to be completed by the immediate family member/s of the RRB member where the RRB member considers that the personal, financial and other interests of the family member/s could or could be seen to influence the decisions or actions he/she is taking or the advice he/she is giving in the course of his/her membership of RRB.

Family member name ____________________________________________________
Relationship to RRB member _____________________________________________
RRB member name ____________________________________________________

		
	
	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Name of immediate family member
	
	Date




	7.	Submit this form

	Once completed and signed, this form should be sent to the Chairman of the ITU Council. 






(Marrakesh, 2002) – (Rev. Antalya, 2006) – (Rev. Busan, 2014)
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